
It’s hard to believe that it is the 
year 2010 already, where has the time 
gone.   I am hoping for a successful 
upcoming year.   I want to thank the 
membership in endorsing me for the 

15th District Commander for the upcoming year.

I want to thank all those that assisted in putting together and distributing the Christmas Baskets 
over the Holidays, they were greatly appreciated by those on the receiving end.  This what the 
Legion, Aux and SAL are about coming together as a Family and getting things done for our Post 
and our neighbors.

Due to the newsletters being composed early in the month, some items are completed or discussed 
after the publishing of the newsletter.  During the December E-Board meeting it was discussed the 
possibility of going to a bi-monthly newsletter. We are looking for ways to cut cost at the Post and 
going to a Bi-monthly newsletter could save the post approximately $500 Bi-monthly.  I am open to 
other suggestions to either increase revenue or cut cost at the Post.  Please bring these suggestions to 
a meeting, not at the lounge.

I hear a lot of complaints from members being discussed in the lounge.  The lounge is not a venue 
where Post business is to be discussed.  If you have a complaint or suggestion bring the issue up at a 
meeting.				  

We need more volunteers to step up and get involved in meals.  Every member knows the day’s 
meals are served and your help would be greatly appreciated.  If we don’t start getting some assistance 
there may not be meals served on certain days. 

I hope that the year 2010 will be a good year for the Post.  See you at the Post.……

Yours in Service
James E Zipler, Commander

We will probably be seeing an I 
ncrease in activity in the coming 
month.  The Snow Birds are return-
ing and we are entering the Holi-
day Season.  Hope to see more members volunteering 

their time to assist during this busy time of year. 
This news may not be taken lightly by some members, however it is necessary.   Our 

post is run like a business and like other businesses this recession is taking its toll.  Our 
costs for food and condiments have risen to a point that we are losing money on our meals.  
We are not looking to make a profit on our meals; however we need to break even on these 
meals.  I am making a recommendation to the membership that we raise our price for meals 
from $6.00 to $7.00 effective December 1st, 2009. I understand that we have members that 
are on fixed incomes and any raise in cost is going to be difficult, however this increase is 
necessary to continue to offer the meals. I will listen to your concerns and recommendations 
at the meeting.   At this time we are not looking to increase the cost of our drinks at the bar. 

I apologize for the confusion on the October calendar for certain differences in the 
posted menu or event dates between the calendar in the news letter and the large calendar 
in the Bar.  The calendar is set at the entertainment committee meeting.  Sometimes there 
will have to be changes made to the calendar due to unforeseen circumstances.  I will at-
tempt to make any changes to the calendar on the large master calendar in the Bar.  You 
can confirm an event with the on duty bartender.  

We are still having problems getting members to get involved with Wednesday meals 
and volunteering to work in the kitchen.  If wanting to get involved let myself or John Carter 
know, we will get you on the calendar or get you with someone in the kitchen. 

Just a reminder, there will be no Bingo or meal served on Wednesday, Nov 24, due 
to Thanksgiving being served on Nov 25th. Hope to see you there for dinner. I have noticed 
an increase in patrons at the Post on Friday and Saturday nights, itʼs nice to see.  I hope 
everyone is enjoying themselves. 

I wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and hope to see you at the Post.

James E. Zipler 
Commander
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We have a very busy month in No-
vember and we are looking at each and every 
member to get involved and help with all of 
our activities. Veteran’s Day Parade will be 
coming up soon to be held on Hanley Road as 
usual. Post / Unit 152 creates a beautiful float 
and needs everyone’s help to get it built, 
towed and put into place. Also they need all 
you wonderful Veteran’s and Auxiliary Mem-
bers and Officers to participate in the parade 
itself. Food and Fun back at the Post as al-
ways. Please come celebrate all of our Veter-
ans Service. 

Our Unit meetings are very thin to 
say the least. There are the very devoted who 
show up every month and to them I commend 
them for taking a bit of their busy lives and 
meet with us to see what we are doing, and 
what we need to do. To those of you who do 
not come and attend, we know that not all of 
the time spent is entertaining. These meetings 
also have to take care of business. Please think 
about it, as one hour of your month is not a lot 
to ask to provide support to your past and pre-
sent relatives that gave you the right to be a 
Member. Please get involved and be part of 
what is making this organization keep running. 
We cannot do it all without all of you.  

Thanksgiving will be coming soon 
and the usual sign up sheet will be placed on 
the door of the entry way to the Lounge. 
Please sign up for what you can donate, and 
remember your time is just as important as 
your money. We intend to serve from 1 to 4:00 
pm.

As you know all donations go to the 
Christmas Basket Drive in December for the 
Needy families in our local community.  
Happy Holidays to all as they quickly come 
upon us. 
I would like to thank Anna Richter for getting 
our Constitution and Bylaws up to date and 
sent in for approval. This is to make the 
change to the amount of our yearly dues which 
will be $25.00 for Seniors and $5.00 for Jun-
iors, beginning for year 2010-2011. The De-
partment of Florida raised their annual portion 
which required us to do the same. Just advis-
ing all of you so when you see your next 
year’s renewal card you will be prepared. 
Kimberly Engelhardt is working very hard as 
our Public Relation’s Chairman and need’s 
anyone’s input on any type of advertisement 
for any functions that she can report on. Please 
send any information to Kimberly at  
ala152pr@gmail.com.

Please get with her for recording of 
events. Also Joyce England is our Commu-
nity Service Chairman and would appreciate 
all of you to turn in your Community Service 
hours and functions that you have done and 
continue to report them to her for her yearly 
reporting as needed. Cathy Huett did a great 
job collecting for Education and will be do-
ing this again in Jan time frame. 

Midwinter Conference will be held 
November 13 and 14th in Orlando. Please 
make reservations now if you plan to go. 
Yours in Service, 

ALA President 
Marie Taylor 

SOME DAY 
A friend of mine opened his wife’s 
underwear drawer and picked up a 
silk paper wrapped package this he 
said isn’t any ordinary package. 
He unwrapped the box and stared at 
both the silk paper and the box. 
She got this the first time we went to 
New York, 8 or 9 years ago. She has 
never put it on, was saving it for a 
special occasion. 
Well, I guess this is it 
He got near the bed and placed the 
gift box next to the other clothing he 
was taking to the funeral home, his 
wife had just died.  
He turned to me and said: Never save 
something for a special occasion. 
Every day in your life is a special 
occasion.
I still think those words changed my 
life. Now I read more and clean less. 

I sit on the porch without worrying 
about anything.  
I spend more time with my family, and 
less at work. 
I understand that life should be a source 
of experience to be lived up to, not sur-
vived through. 
I no longer keep anything. 
I use crystal glasses every day. 
I’ll wear new clothes to go to the super-
market, if I feel like it. 
I don’t save perfume for special occa-
sions; I use it whenever I want to. 
The words, Someday and One day are 
fading away from my dictionary. If it’s 
worth seeing, listening or doing, I want 
to see, listen or do it now. I don’t know 
what my friend’s wife would have done 
if she knew she wouldn’t be there the 
morning, this nobody can tell. 
I think she might have called her rela-
tives and closest friends. 
She might call old friends to make peace 
over past quarrels. 
I’d like to think she would go out for 
Chinese, her favorite food.  
It’s these small things I would regret not 
doing, if I knew my time had come. 
Each day, each hour, each minute is 
special. 
Live for today, for tomorrow is prom-
ised to no one.

ONE OF THES DAY’S, REMEM-
BERS THAT ONE DAY IS FAR 
AWAY OR MIGHT NEVER COME   
COME.
Yours In Service, 
Bill Scott 
Chaplin 

1 Corinthians 2:9 
However, as it is written: 
“No eye has seen,
no ear has heard, 
no mind has conceived 
what God has prepared for 
those who  love him.” 
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By now we have all made it 
through the Holidays and hopeful-
ly we all enjoyed them to the best 
of our ability. Economy being the 
way it is, it has been difficult to do 
everything that we wanted to do for 
all of those that need help. We do 
the best we can with what we have. 
Please for anyone that was left out, 
accept our apology and hopefully 
we can always do better next year. 
For those of you who helped out 
with the work and the donations, 
a special thanks to all. January is 

going to be a little slow and then 
February we are planning a Valen-
tine Dinner. This dinner is for you, 
and please be sure to buy your tick-
et early so we can get a count and 
plan for a special evening.

Elections will be coming up 
shortly and many of you have a lot 
of opinions of how the ALA should 
run and there are going to be sev-
eral openings that will need to be 
filled. Be sure that all of you take a 
minute to think about whether you 
can make a difference and want to 
try. You are all welcome to run for 
an Office and are needed for sure.

We need a couple more cooks 
that will volunteer for ALA break-

fast. One is to work every other 
month on the third Sunday. Please 
call me if you are interested in 
taking this on.  You don’t have to 
buy the food, just help prepare and 
serve. All of you are welcome to 
step up and assist us with any of 
the meals as we are all getting very 
tired of doing them each month. 
We need some new bodies, ours are 
getting worn out.

Thank you again for your time 
and energy with all that you do for 
our Post and Unit.

Yours in Service, 
Marie Taylor 
ALA President 

I was walking down life’s highway a long 
time ago.
One day I saw a sign that read: 
“HEAVEN’S GROCERY STORE”.
As I got a little closer, the door came 
open wide,
And when I came to myself I was 
standing inside.
I saw a host of angels, they were standing 
everywhere.
One handed me a basket and said, “My 
child, shop with care!”
Everything a Christian needed was in that 
grocery store,
And all you couldn’t carry, you could 
come back for more.
First, I got some PATIENCE; LOVE was 
in the same row.
Further down was UNDERSTOOD, you 

need that wherever you go.
I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or 
two of FAITH,
I just couldn’t miss the HOLY GHOST, 
for it was all over the place.
I stopped to get some STRENGTH and 
COURAGE to help me run this race.
By then my basket was getting full, but I 
remembered I needed some GRACE. 
I didn’t forget SALVATION, for salvation 
– that was free,
So, I tried to get enough of that to save 
both you and me.
Then I started up to the counter to pay my 
grocery bill,
For I thought I had everything to do my 
Master’s will.
As I went up the isle I saw PRAYER and 
I just had to put that in, 
For when I stepped outside I would run 
right into sin.
PEACE and JOY were plentiful- they 
were on the last shelf;
SONG and PRAISES were hanging near, 
so I just helped myself
Then I said to the Angel,” now, how 
much do I owe?

He just smiled and said, “Just take them 
everywhere you go”.
Again I smiled at him and said, “how 
much do I owe?’
He smiled again and said, “My child, 
Jesus paid your bill a long time ago”.

 Author Unknown.
Yours in Service,
Bill Scott 
Chaplain
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Robert Springston.................................. 03/10
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Arsenio Trivin......................................... 04/10
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George & Jeannie................................... 06/10

John & Freida Hopkins............................ 06/10

Cliff & Charmaine Zimmerer.................... 06/10

Jim and Theresa Zipler............................ 07/10

R. Desort............................................... 09/10

Barbara Moritz....................................... 09/10

Cliff Anderson ....................................... 10/10

Bobby & Linda O’Harold.......................... 11/10

Annette Hughey...................................... 01/11

Mr & Mrs Claus...................................... 04/11

George & Joyce England......................... 10/11

Rick & Jean Montemayor........................ 10/11

Fred & Margaret Holtz............................. 04/12

Duck Green                     ....................... 03/13

D.W. Green............................................ 04/13

Phyllis Veihmeyer................................... 12/16

Jack & Geraldine Billett, Sr...................... 07/18

If your would like to be a Super Booster, please pay your 
$10.00 dues to the Post Finance Officer. The Post  

appreciates the support of all the Boosters.

A special thanks to the SAL & Auxiliary for then month-
ly donation towards our printing costs.

Thank You
We would like to thank the Springston fam-

ily for the $500 donation to the sewer fund in 

Remembrance of Past Commander Robert 

Springston. 
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SUPER  BOOSTERS 

Louise Stanford 11/09

Annette Hughey 01/10

TJ & Shirley Ramsey               03/10

Robert Springston                    03/10

James & Ruby Harris               03/10

TN & Donna Hair 03/10

Armond & Marti LaFramboise  03/10

Dick & Virginia Meeker 04/10

Bill & Pat Seemann 04/10

Arsenio Trivin 04/10

Harry & Lilo Bryant 04/10

Marlyn Yeager 04/10

Bob & Debbie Lair 04/10

Bill & Marie Taylor 04/10

Tommy and Theresa Carson 04/10

Buzz & Linda Bullock 05/10

George & Jeannie 06/10

John & Freida Hopkins 06/10

Cliff & Charmaine Zimmerer 06/10

Jim and Theresa Zipler 07/10

R. Desort 09/10

Barbara Moritz 09/10

Bobby & Linda O'Harold 11/10

Annette Hughey 01/11

Mr & Mrs Claus 04/11

Fred & Margaret Holtz 04/12

Duck Green                    03/13

D.W. Green 04/13

Phyllis Veihmeyer 12/16

Jack & Geraldine Billett, Sr 07/18

Gypsy & Larry Faulkner 08/19

Entertainment 

November 7 - Veterans Day Parade,  
BBQ Chicken 1PM, Charlie De 4 pm ñ  Till ? 

November 21 - Charlie De, 8:00PM ñ  12:00PM 

November 26 ñ  Thanksgiving Dinner 1-3pm 

If I knew what I was doing, it  
wouldn’t be called research, would it? 

Albert Einstein 

January Events
January 8th

Music and dancing with Del & Gary

January 15th
Music and dancing with Happy 

Days

January 29th
Music and dancing with

Double Density
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Secretary Shinseki Details Plan to End Homelessness for Veterans
Five-Year Plan Unveiled at Homeless Summit

	 WASHINGTON – Today, at the “VA National 
Summit Ending Homelessness Among 
Veterans,” Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Eric K. Shinseki unveiled the department’s 
comprehensive plan to end homelessness 
among Veterans by marshalling the resources 
of government, business and the private 
sector.
	 “President Obama and I are personally 
committed to ending homelessness among 
Veterans within the next five years,” said 
Shinseki.  “Those who have served this nation 
as Veterans should never find themselves on 
the streets, living without care and without 
hope.”
	 Shinseki’s comprehensive plan to end 
homelessness includes preventive measures like 
discharge planning for incarcerated Veterans 
re-entering society, supportive services for 
low-income Veterans and their families and 
a national referral center to link Veterans to 
local service providers.  Additionally, the plan 
calls for expanded efforts for education, jobs, 
health care and housing.  
	 “Our plan enlarges the scope of VA’s efforts 
to combat homelessness,” said Shinseki. “In the 
past, VA focused largely on getting homeless 
Veterans off the streets.  Our five-year plan 
aims also at preventing them from ever ending 
up homeless.”
	 Other features of the plan outlined by 
Shinseki include:
•	 The new Post-9/11 GI Bill provides a 
powerful option for qualified Veterans to 
pursue a fully funded degree program at a state 
college or university.  It is a major component 
of the fight against Veteran homelessness.
•	 VA is collaborating with the Small Business 
Administration and the General Services 
Administration to certify Veteran-owned small 
businesses and service-disabled Veteran-
owned small businesses for listing on the 
Federal Supply Register, which enhances their 

visibility and competitiveness – creating jobs 
for Veterans.
•	 VA will spend $3.2 billion next year to 
prevent and reduce homelessness among 
Veterans.   That includes $2.7 billion on 
medical services and more than $500 million 
on specific homeless programs.
•	 VA aggressively diagnoses and treats the 
unseen wounds of war that often lead to 
homelessness – severe isolation, dysfunctional 
behaviors, depression and substance abuse.  
Last week, VA and the Defense Department 
cosponsored a national summit on mental 
health that will help both agencies better 
coordinate mental health efforts.
•	 VA partners with more than 600 community 
organizations to provide transitional housing 
to 20,000 Veterans.   It also works with 
240 public housing authorities to provide 
permanent housing to homeless Veterans 
and their families under a partnership with 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.  The VA/HUD partnership will 
provide permanent housing to more than 
20,000 Veterans and their families.
	 Over the duration of the conference it is 
expected that over 1,200 homeless service 
providers from federal and state agencies, 
the business community, and faith-based 
and community providers will attend and 
participate in the summit.
	 “This is not a summit on homelessness 
among Veterans,” added Shinseki “It’s a summit 
on ending homelessness among Veterans.”
	 Great information from the Secretary 
of the VA. Hopefully a very good beginning 
to 2010.

Yours in Service,

Charmaine Zimmerer
Service Officer
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About R2R
	 Ride 2 Recovery improves the health and 
wellness of injured veterans through cycling. 
Cycling is an important part of the recovery 
process because it is an activity that almost all 
patients with mental and physical disabilities 
can participate in and it helps to speed up the 
rehabilitation process.

	 American Legion Post 152 Auxiliary members 
Tampa, FL provided the participants with lunch.
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 Service  
Officer 
Message 

Recently my husband and I went to Great Britain to see the new grandbaby.  
What a doll. 
Our son-in-law (Mark) is in the Royal Air Force. While on their last visit here, Mark 
helped us with a presentation we did for Project Gratitude. He was very nervous, but 
did just great. The fact that he spent his vacation time helping us with a ceremony 
for American Active Duty members warmed my heart. Naturally we spent a lot of 
time with our friends at the Legion. He was impressed with the way we treat our 
military members and veterans.  

Mark told us how badly the British Service men and women are treated. They are not allowed to wear their uniforms to 
and from work, for fear they will be singled out and possibly hurt. We had a night out at a Pub with some of his fellow 
Royal Air Force “lads” as they call themselves. Recently they had a parade when some of their ranks were presented 
with awards from Prince Charles. By the time they got to him, they were covered in eggs and whatever else the populace 
found to throw at them. They sadly said, “We stood tall, what else could we do”.  
How sad that our brothers and sisters – in – arms are treated so badly. I had one American Legion coin in my purse. I 
gave it to one of the “lads” and thanked him for his service to his country. I will be putting more in the mail, as it 
touched them so. 
Please ………..we must remain vigilant to what happens in our country and not have our military treated badly. We do 
not need a repeat of the way our Viet Nam vets were treated. I tell people who are angry about the war, to please try to 
separate the war from the warriors.  
Yours in Service, 
Charmaine Zimmerer 
Service Officer 

LIBERTY NEWS PAGE 7

	 More than 180 injured veterans set off across 
Florida on December 12, starting the six-day, 350-
mile Ride 2 Recovery Florida Challenge. The event 
is presented by UnitedHealthcare. Ride 2 Recovery 
Florida Challenge will raise funds to support indoor 
Spinning® Recovery Labs and outdoor cycling 
programs at Military and VA locations around the 
U.S., aiding the rehabilitation and recovery efforts of 
the injured veterans.

	 “We are very, very proud to be a part of this Ride 
2 Recovery Florida Challenge,” said David Lewis, 
CEO of UnitedHealthcare of Central/North Florida. 
“The sacrifices made by the men and women in our 
military are enormous, and when injury occurs, they 
need the full measure of our support. We want those 
brave individuals to enjoy a return to the health and 
wellbeing they richly deserve.”

	 The bicycle ride began Saturday, December 12 
from MacDill AFB and ended on Thursday, December 
17 at the Jacksonville Jag’s game vs. the Colts after a 
stop at Naval Station, Mayport. The USO will again 
provide support for the daily rest stops with the 
USO Canteen being present each day. The American 
Legion Riders will provide a motorcycle escort 
during the event and several American Legion Posts 
will sponsor dinners and community events.

www.ride2recovery.com

LET’S SAY THANKS
Let’s Say Thanks is a website that was started by the Chairman of 
Xerox. This service provides a way to do just that . . . Say Thanks 
to our service men and women. www.letssaythanks.com.

Yours in Service,
Charmaine Zimmerer, Service Officer

Ride 2 Recovery Florida Challenge
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